
GUIDE TO WEDDING 
PHOTOS



Have your dress ready to go on it’s hanger 
and tags removed.

Please have your shoes, invitations, rings, 
jewelry, garters any other accessories 
available for me to photograph when I arrive.

Have your makeup and hair done by a bright
window if possible. Natural light is key when 
taking photos indoors.

If possible, choose a naturally bright and tidy 
space to put your dress on. Ask your 
bridesmaids to keep the space free of clutter 
that morning.
When planning with your hair and makeup 
artists, be sure to leave an extra 30 minutes 
between the end of your appointments and 
when you’ll leave or begin getting dressed. 
Hair & makeup never fails to take longer than 
planned. 

Hair & Makeup: 1 hour per girl (hair, makeup, and 
touch-ups included)
Getting Dressed: 30-40 minutes
Travel: Be sure to plan for time traveled in 
between each location
Bridal & Bridesmaid Portraits: 30 minutes
Groom & Groomsmen Portraits: 30 minutes
Pre-Ceremony Relaxation: Please allow at least 20 
minutes of downtime prior to the ceremony starting 
for touchups, bathroom time, or in case anything 
runs late. 
Receiving Line (optional): 20 to 30 minutes 
Family Portraits (post-ceremony): 20 to 30 minutes
Bridal Party Portraits: 30 to 40 minutes
Bride & Groom Portraits: 30 to 40 minutes

PLANNING THE DAY
The following information includes tips and information to help you prepare for 

photos on your wedding day. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you come 
across anything that you have questions about, or if you need help planning a 
timeline for the day to maximize our time and efficiency on that day. We find 

that some of the biggest stressors our brides experience on their wedding day 
can be time-related, so I’m more than happy to offer help in order to prevent 

these instances. 

TIME MANAGEMENT
PRE-WEDDING PREPARATION

First Looks can be super beneficial for a number of reasons... 
1.) They ensure you have enough time for photos if you’re having a late ceremony
2.) You’ll get to enjoy your time with no interruptions after the ceremony starts, and spend cocktail hour with 
your guests.
3.) Seeing each other helps calm nerves, gives you a moment of privacy, gets the tears out without the 
audience, and allows you to have a moment of peace together before the whirlwind of the day starts.   



•

•

•

Unplugged Ceremonies - consider having an 
unplugged ceremony, free of guests taking 
photos and video with their phones, personal 
cameras, and tablet devices. Nothing ruins the 
memory of a bride walking down the aisle, or 
the first kiss, like a family member with their 
arms sticking out into the aisle. 

Prior to your wedding day, please be sure to 
inform family members if you’d like them to stay 
after the ceremony for family portraits. 

First Kiss - please be sure to hold your first 
kiss for a few seconds to ensure that we 
captured the moment without issue. 

Post-Ceremony - Decide whether or not you’d 
like to have a receiving line after your 
ceremony. In a receiving line, you’ll greet 
guests individually which can take 20-30 
minutes. If you’re planning a bubble exit or 
another alternative, you may consider having 
guests all exit the ceremony space prior to 
walking out yourselves before you walk out and 
kiss. Or you can save the time and skip this 
altogether, opting to go straight into family 
portraits instead. 

CEREMONY

OTHER REMINDERS

The Golden Hour - consider planning 15-20 
minutes for sunset photos with you and your 
fiance during the reception. It’s the perfect 
moment to escape from the craziness and have 
time to yourselves, and the backdrop is way 
worth it! Informing your DJ of this beforehand is 
helpful so that they can prepare as well. 

We do not photograph guests at their tables 
during dinner unless specifically asked to. Many 
times it’s difficult to track down guests who 
have gotten up to speak with other guests or go 
to the bar, and we also feel inconsiderate 
asking guests to stop eating to get up and take 
a photo. It also avoids us taking photos of 
guests who may not want their photo taken (for 
privacy purposes or otherwise). If you would 
like us to do this, we’re more than happy to, just 
let us know in advance. 

If at any point during the reception you have a 
group or guest that you’d like photos with, 
please don’t hesitate to pull us aside to do so! 
Often times this is the best time to do a 
“cousins photo” or pictures with friends from 
college. 

DJ Lights - please ask your DJ to refrain from 
using laser lights during the reception. These 
lights have been known to damage sensors in 
cameras. Additionally, the tiny dots they cause 
don’t look attractive on faces in photos.

RECEPTION

Smile for the camera! During the ceremony 
and while dancing be sure to lock eyes with 
each other and smile! As creepy as it sounds, 
we’re always watching and taking photos, and 
while they may not realize it, sometimes an 
individual’s resting face takes over and they 
look a little bored.  We’ll be documenting you 
and all of your faces throughout the day, so be 
sure to practice your smile, laugh, and even 
your RBF to make sure you know what works 
best for you. 

It’s ok to be a little extra on your wedding day! 
You’ll want to remember how in-love you were 
on your wedding day, so smile & kiss often, 
give lots of hugs and snuggles, and hold 
hands. This day is about the two of you and 
your love - don’t let anything else take that 
away from you.

Drinks & Snacks - be sure to have plenty of water 
and even some small snacks for yourselves and the 
bridal party between the ceremony and the 
reception. Hangry people don’t photograph well!

Photographs are best taken out of direct sunlight, so 
if it’s a super sunny day we’ll try our best to find 
shelter in the shade, but if there isn’t any available 
to us then understand that shadows and squinting 
may occur.



AFTER THE WEDDING
Your edited images should be delivered to you through your online gallery within 6 

weeks of your wedding day. This gallery is available to you for at least 1 year after your 
wedding day. Through this gallery, you’re able to download your images, share them on 
social media, and also order prints. I highly recommend downloading the full package of 

images to your computer as soon as possible and to also store them on an external 
hard drive just in case. If your package includes a complimentary print, the order for 

that item will be placed once you’ve made the choice of which photo(s) you would like 
printed. You will also receive a print release that will allow you to have your photos 

edited at your own discretion. 

S h a r e  t h e  L o v e
Please be sure to share your feedback with me! And if you‘ve had a positive 

experience working with us please share your thoughts online through Wedding 
Wire, The Knot, Google, or Facebook. 

Tag Us! If you haven’t already, please feel free to follow on social media 
@wildnorthweddings and tag us in your posts. If you see us post your images, 
please also be sure to tag yourselves, friends, and family so they can enjoy the 

photos as well!


